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August 26, 2022 

 
Join us to protect Henoko-Oura Bay and to close dangerous Futenma Air Station in Okinawa 

 
Dear friends, 
 
I am Hideki Yoshikawa, Director of the Okinawa Environmental Justice Project (OEJP). Since 2016, by 
working with other civil society groups and organizations, OEJP has been striving to resolve U.S. military 
related environmental issues in Okinawa, Japan. Today, I am inviting your group or organization to join our 
Letter of Request to members of the U.S. Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  
 
The Letter is about the U.S. and the Japanese governments’ plan to construct a U.S. military base at Henoko-
Oura Bay in Okinawa, Japan, as a replacement facility for the U.S. Marine Corps Futenma Air Station located 
in the middle of Ginowan City in Okinawa (FRF project). It is about stopping the destruction of the rich 
biodiversity of Henoko-Oura Bay. It is about ending the dangerous situations Futenma Air Station has imposed 
on local communities for decades. It urges the Congress members to take the initiative to stop the base 
construction, to close Futenma Air Station, and draw up a new plan. 
 
Since 1997, the Japanese and U.S. governments have pushed the construction plan against the Okinawan 
people's democratic voice, while the Japanese government has been providing the U.S. government with 
misleading environmental and feasibility studies and false prospects that the people of Okinawa would 
accept the construction plan. Now this plan faces a dead end in terms of legality and physical feasibility. In 
November 2021, after reviewing the issues associated with the extremely soft seafloor found at the 
construction site, Okinawa Governor Denny Tamaki refused to approve the Japanese Defense Ministry's 
application for ground reinforcement work that would be required to continue the FRF project.  
 
The Letter of Request explains Governor Tamaki’s disapproval. It highlights the soft seafloor issues and the 
Japanese government's misleading feasibility and environmental studies. It explains the dangers Futenma Air 
Station imposes on the residents and communities around.  
 
The Letter will be sent to the Chairmen, Ranking Members, and 30 other selected members of the Senate and 
House Armed Services Committees. These members are not only involved in military issues, but also are 
active in environmental protection, marine conservation, aircraft noise issues, and PFOA/PFOS issues. We 
hope that they will give serious consideration to our request. 
 
If your group or organization can join the Letter, please send an email to me at yhidekiy@gmail.com before 
Sept 4 (EST) with the following information 
(1) Name of your group organization. 
2) Name and contact information (e-mail address) of the contact person of your group or organization. 
Please note that only the name of the group/organization will appear in the Letter of Request. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my invitation letter! 
 
Hideki Yoshikawa 
Okinawa Environmental Justice Project 
Email: yhidekiy@gmail.com    
Blog: http://okinawaejp.blogspot.com/ 


